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and different directions are assigned to them round a fixed
quarter of Rudra. They have been addressed in various com-
binations and many times with Rudra himself. In the Brah-
manas they are regarded as forms of Agni. As we know, they
are now considered as the names of the god Siva. We may
reasonably assign their origin to the division of the original
large constellation Rudra into so many forms each bestowed
with certain attributes. Their actual nature seems to have been
forgotten in the Brahmanic period. We have sufficient evidence
of the division of larger constellations into smaller ones in
past times : I may just mention one, named Ophiuchus, placed
just above Sagittarius. It has the figure of a male holding a
snake in both hands. He was regarded as a great physician
in Greek Mythology. The Arabs used to represent him as a
shepherd and he was assigned a mischievous disposition
(Whyte's Constellations and their History, p. 199 and Smyth
and Chamber's Cycle of Celestial Objects, p. 495). Evidently,
this was derived from an originally larger sign Sagittarius and
was made a newr one.

Lastly, the Rudras were recognised as early as Rudra,
who was considered their chief. Taking the significance of
their name as ' bright one ' or ' red one ' and considering their
general traits, we may take them to be neighbouring asterisms
not yet definitely recognised by distinct names. This is dis-
tinctly shown by the names of eleven Rudras, as enumerated
in the later Sanskrit literature, where they are all connected
with the asterisms.

In this connection we may also consider the nature of Kes*in
and Vagdevf. The characteristics of Ke&n lead us to follow
Sayana and consider him the sun. His drinking of water
with Rudra from the same pot refers to his arrival in the sign
Sagittarius. The fall of his chariot indicates the southward
passage of the sun after the autumnal equinox. Vagdev! seems
to be the goddess who was held responsible for the sounds in
the storm apart from the thunder.

7. Vasus. The term Vasus occurs more than fifty times
in the Rigveda. It seems to Signify food (anna) in one passage
(VII. 1, 2) and money, fortune or prosperity in several others.
In several places the word has been used to qualify various
deities, as Agni, Indra, Rbhus, Maruts, Mitra, Varuna, and
Visvadevas, evidently indicating them as c givers of prosperity '.
Lastly, in some thirty-six passages the term is meant for the
deities under consideration.

Vasus as deities have been invoked alone and with others ;
on several occasions they have been addressed in conjunction
with Rudras and with .Rudras and Adityas.

Vasus are themselves called Adityas (II. 27. 11 ; VIII.
18. 15 : VIII. 18. 17). They are brilliant (V. 41. 18). They
have a heat-giving wheel (cakra) (II. 34. 9) and a beautiful